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to the long dualism of Austria and Prussia, made a
united Germany possible, that Italy recovered her Vene-
tian provinces, so it was the war of 1870 that, even while
it re-established the Germanic Empire, completed the unity
of Italy by making Rome again her possession and her
capital. The Popedom which, in the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries inflicted a fatal wound upon the Holy Empire,
had in modern times allied itself with Austria and the
petty despotisms of the peninsula, had done its utmost
to check as well the union as the freedom of the Italian
people, and had raised those pretensions to a temporal
sway which had been one chief cause of its hostility to the
mediaeval Emperors almost to the rank of an article of
faith. It now found itself involved in the fall of its
ancient ally France, and saw that temporal dominion
perish with the triumph of its ancient Teutonic enemies.
The first German victories compelled the recall of the
French troops from Rome, and allowed the Italians to
establish themselves there; a few months later the swell-
ing current of success brought about the union of North
and South Germany in a single state. The same great
struggle which restored political unity to the one nation
completed it in the other; and at the very moment when
the imperial name was revived in the Transalpine coun-
tries, the ancient imperial seat upon the Tiber became
the capital of an Italian monarchy. The two great races
whose national life had been sacrificed to the mediaeval
Empire regain it together, and regain it by the defeat of
that Empire's old antagonists, the ecclesiastical power
and the French monarchy. The triumph of the principle
of nationality is complete; the old wrongs are redressed;
the old problems solved: we seem to have closed one
great page hi the world's history, and pause to wonder